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[ YBIS ODCUNENY CONTALED INFORDATION AFPECTING YUE RATICNAL DEFERSE
- OF YRR UBITED STATES WITHiti TR UGARING OF THE ESPIQRAGE ACY %0
9.8, 2, 31 AND 82, AS AMERDID, ITS TRANSIIGSION OR TRE AEVELATION
N OF ITS COXTENTS (N AHY GARKRER YO AN UNAUTHORIZED PEESON i PRO-
§ RIMTED BY LAW. ZEPRODGCTION OF THIS ORI !'S BRORIRITED.
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1. When the Chinese Communists first entered Secul, they fmnediately began housee
to-house searches, teking all food and all western-style clothing they could
find, After 10 Jamuary, merkets were opened in East Gate and Ahyon-dorg, and
there vas no further house searching, The Chinese soldiers appesred in the
markets, however, and purchased anything they wanted, including Americen drugs
and western-style clothing, regardless of price, They forced the merchants to
accept Communist currency® in return, The units that followed the first occu-
Pying forces were orderly and well disciplined and did not harm the civiilen
population,

2, Chinese troops depended upon food supplies sent them from the rear and, after
the initial stages of the ococcupation, requisitioned nc food from local peopls.
In the first fow days foliowing the entry iato Seouvl, horse znd oxcarts could
be seen every night traveling north from Secul, Tangju, Inchon, and Suwon wita
loads of food. Soldiers arriving in Seoul from the north carried approximately
six to ten litres of corn aand millet with them but no more, Villagers in tho
Seoul area stated that Chinese Communist units compated for the privilsge of
being the first to enter sreas evacuatsd by the United States forces so that
they could obtain American supplies. Their appropristion of supplies was tacitly
approved by commanders,

3. In mig-February, in the villages around Secul, Chinosze Communist troops were
requisitioning grain, draft anipals, and fodGer from the local farmers, Some-
times they paid in Communist currency, but more of ten they gave the farmers
recelipts printed in the nsme of the Chinese People’s Yolunteer Supporters
Assoclation, ssying that these would be honored leter when the association roved
into the area, In addition, the Chinese purchased in local markets & variety
of articles, showing particular fondness for American products, A Cormunist
soldier paid 2,000 won in Communist m?-runcy for & package of American cigarettes, #*

4, Many Chinese officers wore Americen uniforms, underwear, and socks, and some
soldiers had American overcoats, One Chinese officer, when asked, said that he
had bought his American uniform in China, where the markets were full of Anerican
goode sold by the Nationalist soldiers. A Commmnist soldier admitted thaet he was
wearing an American unifcrs taken frem a wax rlsoner.,
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5. When the Chinese entered Seoul, they came In groups of five to elght, with one
rifle to every three or four men, Throughout their cccupation of the city, e
Chinese soldiers cmrried arms, although officers usually hed pistols. At first
the Seoul resident: belleved that they must have sent thelr arms in by trane-
port, secretly, but eventuzlly they came to the conelusion that the Chinese hed
fow weapons. Horse and oxcaerts which accempeanied the troons were loaded wiik
fuel, spare perts, electric wires taken fronm occupied areas, or feod. o heevy
arms were seen in transit through Seoul, and thera was a report that the Chinure
covered or germouflaged their heavy pleces so well that they could not be evsi.
.detected, Since most transport moved at night, Seoul residents believed dari--
ness accounted for their failure to observe any heavy weapons.

6. By the end of February, food supplies in Seoul were very short because of tha
disruption of supply lines from the north by United Nations alr attacks. Tha -
North Koreans could requisition food from the loeal population, but the Chinese
were still dependent on outside supplies. Nerth Korean partisans in eayly
March were ssying that the Communist forces hed to leave Seor 1. because they had
not sufficient food to be able to fight. :
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25X1* mﬁ@grg‘q No specific currency was nentioned, and it is not clear

ner Norih Korean won is meant, The only statement made by the source -
concerning the value of the currency uas that one unit was equivalent to
ten ROK won. The exchange rate for ROK won is 4,000 to the U.S. dollar.

25X1 ¢ I_W—l_@gg, This would be, according to the value givén, 20,000 ROK
" e price of cigarettes in Pusan, for example, is only 2,000 ROK
won. , . ,
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